POLINSKE & ASSOCIATES, PC.
701 North Main Street
Edwardsville, IL 62025

Brian L. Polinske TELEPHONE: (618) 692-6520
Donna S. Morrison (IL, MO) FAX: (618) :&360509;
criminaldef.
May 16, 2022

NOTICE TO PRESERVE ALL DIGITAL DATA FROM JANUARY 1, 2022 TO PRESENT

Dear Respondent Bobby Piton,

You have been served with a civil lawsuit in the matter of Devore v. Craig, Et. Al. You are
hereby placed on notice to preserve all digital evidence that may be relevant to the civil claim(s)
against you. This includes maintaining all cellular and digital evidence that may have been used
to text, email, SMS, message, or place a telephone call to any party relevant to this lawsuit,

This means you should not destroy, alter, or relocated any digital evidence including all cellular
phones or computers you may have used from January 1, 2022 to the present. This request is
intended to cause to be unaltered all digital data that exists on all your devices. This request is

an ongoing request and is intended to preserve all data until such time as discovery has been
completed in this case.

gmdu&

Brian L. Polinske

Celebrating Over 25 Years in Business



This form is approved by the lllinois Supreme Court and is required to be accepted in all llinois Circuit Courts.

STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT

Christian

For Court Use Only

SUMMONS
COUNTY

Instructions w

Enter above the county
namme where the case
was filed,

Enter your name as
Plaintiff/Petitioner,

Enter the names of all
people you are suing as
Defendants/
Respondents,

Enter the Case Number
given by the Circuit
Clerk.

THOMAS DEVORE
Plaintiff / Petitioner (First, middle, last name)

V.

2022-LA-10
Case Number

BOBBY PITON
Defendant / Respondent (First, middle, last name)

[] Alias Summons (Check this box if this is not the 1%
Summons issued for this Defendant.)

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION;:

There may be court fees to start or respond to a case. If you are unable to pay your court fees, you can apply
for a fee waiver. You can find the fee waiver application at: illinoiscourts.gov/documents-and-
forms/approved-forms/,

E-filing is now mandatory with limited exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-
filing service provider. Visit cfile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn more and to select a
service provider. If you need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit illinoiscourts.gov/fag/gethelp.asp
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office. If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for more information or visit
illinoislegalaid.org,

Call or text Illinois Court Help at 833-411-1121 for information about how ta go to court including how to
fill out and file forms. You can also get free legal information and legal referrals at illinoislegalaid.org.

Plaintiff/Petitioner:

Do not use this form in an eviction, small claims, detinue, divorce, or replevin case. Use the Eviction
Summons, Small Claims Summons, or Summons Petition for Dissolution of Marriage / Civil Union available
at illinoiscourts.gov/documents-and-forms/approved-forins. If your case is a detinue or replevin, visit
illinoislcgalaid.org for help.

If you are suing more than 1 Defendant/Respondent, fill out a Sumnions form for each
Defendant/Respondent.

In 1a, enter the name
and address of a
Defendant/
Respondent. If you are
serving a Registered
Agent, include the
Registered Agent’s
name and address here.

In 1b, enter a second
address for Defendant/
Respondent, if you
have one.

In 1¢, check how you
are sending your
documents to
Defendant/
Respondent.

SU-81503.2

1. Defendant/Respondent's address and service information:
a. Defendant/Respondent's primary address/information for service:
Name (First, Middle, Last): Bohby Piton

Registered Agent's name, if any:

Street Address, Unit#: 2147 Fargo Blvd.

City, State, ZIP: Orland Park, |L 80467

Telephone: Email:

b. If you have moare than one address where Defendant/Respondent might be found,
list that here:
Name (First, Middle, Last);

Street Address, Unit #:

City, State, ZIP:

Telephone: Email:

c. Method of service on Defendant/Respondent:
] Sheriff ] Sheriff outside lllinois:

County & State

{1 Special process server [] Licensed private detective

Page 1 of 4 (06/21)



In 2, enter the amount
of money owed to you.

In 3, enter your
complete address,
tetephone number, and
email address, if you
have one.

Enter the Case Number given by the Circuit Clerk:2022-LA-10

2. Information about the lawsuit:
Amount claimed: _§

3. Contact information for the Plaintiff/Petitioner:
Name (First, Middle, Last): Thomas Devore
Street Address, Unit#: 118 N. Second Street
City, State, ZIP: Greenville, IL 62246
Telephone:

Email:

GETTING COURT DOCUMENTS BY EMAIL: You should use an email account that you do not share with anyone else and that you chegk
every day. If you do not check your email every day, you may miss important information, notice of court dates, or documents from other parties.

Important
information for the
person getting this

form

You have been sued. Read all of the documents attached to this Sunmons.

To participate in the case, you must follow the instructions listed below. If you do not, the court may decide
the case without hearing from you and you could lose the case. Appearance and Answer/Response forms can
be found at: illinoiscourts.gov/documents-and-forms/approved-forms/,

Check 4a or 4b. If
Defendant/Respondent
only needs to file an
Appearance and
Answer/Response
within 30 days, check
box 4a. Otherwise, if
the clerk gives you a
court date, check box
4b.

In 4a, fill out the
address of the court
building where the
Defendant may file or
e-file their
Appearance and
Answer/ Response.

In 4b, fill out;

¢The court date and
time the clerk gave
you.

*The courtroom and
address of the court
building,

eThe call-in or video
information for
remote appearances
(if applicable).

*The clerk’s phone
number and website.

All of this information

is available from the

Circuit Clerk.

STOP!

The Circuit Clerk will
filt in this section.

STOP!
The officer or process
server will fill in the
Date of Service.

SU-8 1503.2

4. Instructions for person receiving this Summons (Defendant):

a. To respond to this Summons, you must file Appearance and Answer/Response
forms with the court within 30 days after you have been served (not counting the day
of service) by e-filing or at:

Address: 101 S. Main Street
City, State, ZIP: Taylorville, IL
[J b. Attend court:
On: at Jam. [Jp.m.in
Date Time Courtroom
In-person at:
Courthouse Address City State ZIP
OR

Remotely (You may be able to attend this court date by phone or video conference.
This is called a “Remote Appearance”):
By telephone:

Call-in number for telephone remote appearance
By video conference:

Video conference website

Video conference log-in information (meeting ID, password, etc.)

Call the Circuit Clerk at: or visit their website

Circuit Clerk's phone number

at: to find out more about how to do this.
Website

Witness this Date: Seal of Court

Clerk of the Court:

This Summons must be served within 30 days of the witness date.

Date of Service:

(Date to be entered by an officer or process server on the copy of this Summons left
with the Defendant or other person.)

Page 2 of 4 (06/21)



This form is approved by the lllinois Supreme Court and is required to be accepted in all lllinois Circuit Courts.

STATE OF ILLINQIS,
CIRCUIT COURT PROOF OF SERVICE OF
SUMMONS AND
Christian COUNTY COMPLAINT/PETITION
Instructions

Enter above the

county name where
the case was filed.

THOMAS DEVORE

Plaintiff / Petitioner (First, middle, last name)

Enter your name as
Plaintiff/Petitioner.

Enter the names of all
people you are suing
as Defendants/
Respondents.

V.

BOBBY PITON

For Couit Use Only

Defendant / Respondent (First, middle, last name)

Enter the Case
Number given by the
Circuit Clerk.

[ Alias Summons (Check this box if this is not the 15
Summons issued for this Defendant.)

2022-LA-10

Case Number

**Stop. Do not complete the form. The sheriff or special process server will fill in the form.**

My name is

and | state

First, Middle, Last

[ ]I served the Summons and Complaint/Petition on the Defendant/Respondent

as follows:
First, Middle, Last
[] Personally on the Defendant/Respondent:
Male [ Female [ Non-Binary [] Approx. Age: Race:
On this date: at this time: Oam. Jp.m.
Address, Unit#:
City, State, ZIP:

(] On someone else at the Defendant/Respondent’s home who is at least 13 years old and is a family
member or lives there:

On this date: at this time:

Address, Unit#:

City, State, ZIP:

Oam, [Jp.m.

And left it with:

Male

First, Middle, Last
(0 Female [ Non-Binary [] Approx. Age:

Race:

and by sending a copy to this defendant in a postage-paid, sealed envelope to the
above address on , 20

[ ] On the Corporation’s agent,

First, Middie, Last

Male [J Female [] Non-Binary [] Approx. Age:
On this date: at this time:
Address:

City, State, ZIP:

SU-S 1503.2

Oam. Jp.m.

Race:

Page 3of 4
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Enter the Case Number given by the Circuit Clerk:2022"l-A'10
[J1 was not able to serve the Summons and Complaint/Petition on Defendant/Respondent:

First, Middle, Last

| made the following attempts to serve the Summons and Complaint/Petition on the Defendant/Respondent:

1. On this date: at this time: Jam. [Jp.m.
Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Other information about service attempt:
2. Onthis date: at this time: __ Ham. p.m,
Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Other information about service attempt:
3. Onthis date: at this time: Cam. [Op.m.
Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Other information about service attempt:
DO NOT complete If you are a special process server, sheriff outside lllinois, or licensed private detective,
;Illerisi?fcgrog;i-xl::(ee your signature certifies that everything on the Proof of Service of Summons is true and
process server will correct to the best of your knowledge. You understand that making a false statement on
complete it. this form could be perjury.
By: FEES
Under the Code of Service and Return: §
ICLIEIL T(ﬁgg“’ 13 Signature by: ] Sheriff Miles 3
making a statement [] Sheriff outside lllinois: Total $0.00
on this form that you
know to be false is
perjury, a Class 3 County and State
Felony. [] Special process server
[] Licensed private

detective

Print Name

If Summons is served by licensed private detective or private detective agency:

License Number:

SU-S 1603.2

(06/21)



EFILED
5/4/2022 4:16 PM

Julie J. Mayer
CIRCUIT CLERK
CHRISTIAN COUNTY
: By: KT
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
N FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
CHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS
THOMAS DEVORE, )
- )
Plaintiff, ) 2022 A10
)
VS, ) N2 F——
o )
JULIE CRAIG, Defendant )
)
DAVID SHESTOKAS, Respondent )
JILL SHESTOKAS, Respondent )
BOBBY PITON, Respondent )
COMPLAINT

NOW COMES the Plaintiff, THOMAS DEVORE, by and through his attorneys, Polinske
& Associates, P.C., and Brian L. Polinske, and in support of his Complaint for Defamation Per
Se against Defendant, Julie Craig, and against the Respondents in Discovery, David Shestokas,
Jill Shestokas, and Bobby Piton, states the following:
The Parties
1. The Plaintiff is an individual residing in Bond County, Illinois who is currently
running for the Office of Attorney General as a Republican.
2. Defendant Julie Craig (“Craig”) is an individual residing within Christian County,
Illinois.
L8 Craig is the mother of a woman with whom the Plaintiff is presently in a dating
relationship.
4, Respondent David Shestokas (“Shestokas”) is an individual residing in Orland Park,

Cook County, Illinois.

22-L- 1



10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15,

16.

17

22-L-

Shestokas is also currently candidate for the Illinois Attorney General running as a

Republican and as such a primary opponent of Plaintiff.

Respondent Jill Shestokas (“Jill”) is an individual residing in Orland Park, Cook

County, Illinois.

Jill currently plays an active role in her brother’s (David) Shestokas’s campaign.

Respondent Bobby Piton (“Piton”) is an individual who under believe resides within

Kane County, Illinois.

Piton is currently a candidate for the Illinois Senate.

Shestokas and Piton are acquaintances as the two regularly meet in public together.
Jurisdiction and Venue

The alleged action which gives rise to this action occurred on or about April 20, 2022,

On or about that date, Defendant Craig created a statement disguised as a journalistic

effort which contained actionable defamatory statements directed at the Plaintiff.

Upon information and belief, Defendant Craig created the statement at her Christian

County, Illinois residence.

The statement was eventually published via the internet on a posting service called

“Substack.”

The defamatory post was published to members of the general public and other

community members of “Substack™ in both Christian County, Illinois as well as other

counties within and without Illinois.

Venue is therefore proper per 735 ILCS 5/2-101.

Defendants’ actions, as alleged, constitute the commission of a tortious act against the

Plaintiff.



18.

19.

20.

2L,

22,

23,

24,

25.

26.

27.

22-L-

As such, 735 ILCS 5/2-209(a)(2) confers jurisdiction upon this court.
The Respondents are believed by the Plaintiff to have information essential to the
determination of who should be named as additional defendants, inc!uding the
possibility of it being the Respondents directly.
As such Respondents are properly named in this cause, pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-
402.

Factual Allegations
Defendant Craig created a defamatory article alleging the Plaintiff had committed
criminal offense(s) such as (Domestic Battery, Obstruction of Justice, Sexual
Predator).
At no time has the Plaintiff committed a Domestic Battery or any other offense
alleged by Craig.
There has never been any investigation against Plaintiff for Domestic Battery, or any
other criminal offense proclaimed by Craig.
There has never been any complaint made against Plaintiff for Domestic Battery, or
any other criminal offense proclaimed by Craig.
Defendant Craig’s post also proclaims the Plaintiff is under investigation by the
Attorney Regulation and Disciplinary Commission for, inter alia, complaints against
him by current or former clients.
There are no complaints pending against Plaintiff with the Attorney Regulation and
Disciplinary Commisgion made against him by any current or former clients.

Her claims therefore alleged that the Plaintiff is unfit to practice as an attorney.



28.

29.
30.

31.

32

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

22-L-

Defendant Craig’s post also proclaims that the Plaintiff was intoxicated in public
(above the legal limit) on or about April 20, 2020.

At no relevant time was the Plaintiff intoxicated.

The publication is attached hereto and labelled Plaintiff’s Exhibit 1.

Defendant Craig has continually expressed public animus towards the Plaintiff on
multiple occasions due to her disagreement with the fact that her daughter is dating
the Plaintiff.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit 1 was sent by Defendant Craig to Respondent Shestokas.

Upon information and belief, Respondent Shestokas and Defendant Craig acted in
concert in the production and dissemination of Exhibit 1 in an effort to harm Plaintiff
to the personal satisfaction of Craig and to the political benefit of Shestokas.
Respondent Shestokas then circulated a copy of the defamatory publication to other
members of the general public.

Further Respondent Shestokas caused his staff, Respondent Jill Shestokas, to circulate
the defamatory publication to the general public.

Respondent Shestokas then, in concert with Respondent Piton caused the defamatory
publication to be published to the general public via a fictitiously named Substack
account under the name “Roger Casteel, Writer.”

Upon information and belief, Respondent Shestokas, who is also is a candidate
running for the elected public office of Illinois Attorney General, has with actual
malice caused to be disseminated false information to cause harm to the reputation of

Plaintiff in order to further his own political ambitions.



38.

39,

40.

41.

42,

43.

22-1-

COUNT I-DEFAMATION PER SE
Versus Defendant Craig

In support of Count I of this Complaint the Plaintiff restates and realleges paragraphs
1 through 37 infra.

Thus, Defendant Craig created and published a statement which:

Imputed the Plaintiff had committed multiple criminal actions;

Imputed that the Plaintiff was unable to perform or lacks integrity in performance of
his employment duties as an attorney;

Imputed that the Plaintiff lacked ability or otherwise prejudiced the Plaintiff in his
profession;

Imputed that the Plaintiff lacked ability or otherwise prejudiced the Plaintiff in his
pursuit of public office;

Defendant’s statements are therefore actionable defamation per se.

Actionable defamation per se does not require Plaintiff to actually prove damage to
his reputation because this type of defamation is so obviously and materially harmful
to the Plaintiff that injury to his reputation may be presumed. Byson v. News America
Publications, Inc., 174 111.2d 77, 87 (1996).

Defendant’s statements were made with actual malice. In other words she knew at
the time she created the publication that factual statoments contained thorein wore
false and with reckless disregard for the truth of the facts asserted.

Actual malice exists, infer alia, in that Craig specifically states in her publication that
the Plaintiff:

a) is a narcissist and offers no apologies for his action;

b) has taken advantage of a lot of mothers (clients);



¢) he beat up his girlfriend;
d) he should drop out of the attorney general race;
e) states Plaintiff is a criminal;
f) suppressed the Defendant’s actions to make complaints against the Plaintiff;
g) there was a pattern of domestic abuse by the Plaintiff;
h) and lastly calls him a sexual deviant/predator.

44.  Taken in a light of a reasonable person, there can be no doubt that Defendant Craig
bears malice towards the Plaintiff,

45.  Further, as previously stated, she has directly and publicly expressed animus towards
the Plaintiff due to his dating relationship with her daughter.

46.  Plaintiff has suffered the damages of harm to his professional and public reputation
with likely clients and voters proximately from the defamatory actions of Craig.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff prays for judgment in his favor, an award of damages in
excess of $50,000, and for all other relief to which he may be entitled.

Respectfully submitted,
Polinske & Associates, P.C.,

orneyf ainti

701 North Main Street
Edwardsville, IL 62025
06211450
618.692-6520
polinske@sbcglobal.net

22-1-
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
CHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS

THOMAS DEVORE, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)

VS. )  NO.22L-___
)
JULIE CRAIG, Defendant )
)
DAVID SHESTOKAS, Respondent )
JILL SHESTOKAS, Respondent )
BOBBY PITON, Respondent )

VERIFICATION

1, THOMAS DEVORE, HEREBY DECLARE UNDER OATH AND THE PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT
THE STATEMENTS OF FACT IN THE COMPLAINT ARE FULL, COMPLETE, TRUR AND CORRECT TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION AND BELIER.

TPiomas Devore

B
Subscribed and sworn to before me this L} day of I Y Q 4 , 20 ;2

My Commission Expires:
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